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W eslaco: Robin Joel Peterson "Rob," 63, passed away suddenly on Saturday,

November 14th, 2020. Rob was born on April 6th, 1957, in Edina, Minnesota,
to James Peterson and Doris Wilson Peterson.

Rob married Sue Markusse in 1982 and relocated to Weslaco, Texas, where the couple spent the
rest of their lives, embracing the community and making priceless contributions and friendships.

Rob began a career in sales, while Sue pursued a career in education. After twenty years with Gulf
de Bryan produce and much encouragement from Sue, Rob retired from sales and began a career

in education.

To say that this was Rob's true calling would be an understatement. He was passionate about
teaching, and his love of reading was infectious. He had a knack for turning reluctant readers into

willing and, sometimes, avid readers. Rob was a huge proponent of higher education; having
earned his Master's Degree, he encouraged his students to take the opportunity to learn seriously
and continue college. Rob was also inspirational in persuading some of his students to consider a

career in teaching. Many of these students reached out long after they had completed their
education to thank him. Rob loved to run into his students and hear about their successes in life.

After retiring from Weslaco ISD, Rob took his enjoyment of cooking to another level, and Tio
Roberto's was born. Tio Roberto's specialty was homemade jams and jellies with a "kick." A few of
the most popular flavors, Rasberry Chipolte, Mango Habanero, and Prickly Pear Cactus Jelly. Rob

would set up at local trade shows and farmers markets throughout Texas and, most recently,
Alfresco to market his jelly. Tio Roberto's jams and jellies were a hit and quickly became a favorite

local staple.

Rob will always be remembered for his commitment to his faith and community. Rob was a
member of the First Presbyterian Church of Weslaco for over forty years, where he served on

numerous boards and committees and gave selflessly of his time and gifts. With Sue always by his
side, Rob was also a proud contributing member of our local community. Rob served the city of
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Weslaco in various facets, whether he was cheering on the Weslaco East athletic team, working a
fundraiser for the local Chamber of Commerce, or museum, helping at the Weslaco Onion Fest,

or just being a supporter of community events. He also served in the Weslaco Rotary Club, Knapp
Medical Center Foundation, and the Weslaco School Board.

Rob was an integral part of Weslaco and will always be remembered and loved. Rob had a big
heart and a cheerful personality. His students recall that he never asked or cared where they came
from, he believed every one of them had the potential to succeed, and it was this unique trait that,

in fact, many of his students attribute to their success.

Rob is preceded in death by his father, James Peterson, and brothers, Dirk Peterson and James

"Tuck" Peterson. He is survived by his loving wife and best friend, Sue, his mom, Doris Peterson,
sons Jacob Peterson (Candice), Matthew Peterson (Haley), grandchildren, Caden, Hunter, and
Fyonna Peterson.

A celebration of life will be Friday, November 27th, 2020, at 10 am, at the First Presbyterian
Church of Weslaco. Contributions in Rob's memory can be made to the Aurora House of Weslaco
or the First Presbyterian Church of Weslaco.
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JS Jean Shelton posted:

Rob rode on by school bus throughout grade school, but Rob and I officially met in Junior High when

he was cast as Dr. Gibbs in "Our Town," and I was Mrs. Gibbs. He was so popular, and I was in awe

of him -- his humor and kindness. In high school and college years (I, too was at U of M, but not in

the Greek system) we kind of did our own thing; so when he was a salesman in Texas and contacted

me in Denver, I was pleasantly surprised. He came through on a business trip and met my husband

and me for dinner. We caught up and I encouraged his thoughts of going into English teaching (the

subject I taught before becoming a school counselor). I was so glad that he achieved what he

dreamed. Once we became facebook friends, I followed his wonderful life, along with his wife's and

kids' (I'm sorry I never had the pleasure of getting to know them).Anyhow, word sometimes travels

slowly, and so I just found out today of the deaths. I am deeply saddened, but know they are in a

great place together. Best wishes to his mother and family during this difficult time!

December 14 at 8:08 PM
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and me for dinner. We caught up and I encouraged his thoughts of going into English teaching (the

subject I taught before becoming a school counselor). I was so glad that he achieved what he

dreamed. Once we became facebook friends, I followed his wonderful life, along with his wife's and
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RR Rebecca Rodriguez posted:

To the Peterson family: I am deeply sorry for your loss and my prayers are with you all. Mr. Peterson

is the English teacher I’ve aspired to be. His classes further ignited my passion for literature and he

provided his students with valuable insight to college and imparted the importance of education. His

memory will always be with me and my former peers. -Rebecca Rodriguez

November 24 at 6:34 PM
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RR Rebecca Rodriguez posted:

To the Peterson family: I am deeply sorry for your loss and my prayers are with you all. Mr. Peterson

is the English teacher Iâ€™ve aspired to be. His classes further ignited my passion for literature and

he provided his students with valuable insight to college and imparted the importance of education.

His memory will always be with me and my former peers. -Rebecca Rodriguez

November 24 at 6:34 PM

F2 From Whs Class Of 2003 sent a Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White

to the Peterson family.

November 24 at 6:08 AM

FF Friends & Family posted:

From WHS Class of 2003 purchased the Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- Lavender and White for the

family of Rob Peterson.

November 24 at 6:08 AM

WL Will Leslie posted:

Well, Rob was my first best friend. He and I started hanging out somewhere around 3 years old. By

the time kindergarten rolled around we were thicker than thieves. Many a PB and J sandwich was

consumed at the little white picknik table in his back yard. His Mom, Dory, was my backup when my

folks split when we where 6. Deep Blessing to YOU Mrs. Peterson if you read this, I am weeping in

gratitude as I write this, I have never had the chance to hug you up for all that you did for me and all

the kids in the neighborhood. Rob and got together at our 40th HS reunion in 2015 and walked the

hood for a couple hours, laughed and cried out our early adventures. As others tell of his kindness

and progressive ways, I can tell them that they started early on. although Rob was physically much

bigger than most kids 5 years older he was such an intentional grace. Writing this I understand that

he was what I have looked for in buddies ever since. Love Ya Brother Blessings to his beloved Wife,

he spoke long and Loving of your relationship Billy Leslie

November 23 at 2:41 PM

PAGE 6 OF 22



Tribute Wall Rob Peterson
APR  6, 1957 - NOV  14, 2020

SU Suehanson posted:

Rob was a high school friend of mine and even tho we were 1 year apart, I'll never forget all the

support he gave me for all the different school activities we were both a part. And it didn't hurt that

our moms were best friends.

November 21 at 2:00 PM
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Rob was a high school friend of mine and even tho we were 1 year apart, I'll never forget all the

support he gave me for all the different school activities we were both a part. And it didn't hurt that

our moms were best friends.

November 21 at 2:00 PM

WL Wayne Leupold posted:

What halcyon U of M memories of Rob & I dancing on the SAE porch as the marching band came by

the house on football Saturdays in 75. What fun! We had our whole lives ahead of us...Rob did very

well with his life down in Texas. I send condolences to the entire Peterson family, especially his mom

who has been through so much. I think I speak for all the brothers in saying it was an absolute JOY to

know Rob. I cherish the memories.Phi Alpha forever my pledge brother, Leups

November 20 at 8:18 AM

WL Wayne Leupold posted:
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the house on football Saturdays in 75. What fun! We had our whole lives ahead of us...Rob did very

well with his life down in Texas. I send condolences to the entire Peterson family, especially his mom

who has been through so much. I think I speak for all the brothers in saying it was an absolute JOY to

know Rob. I cherish the memories.Phi Alpha forever my pledge brother, Leups

November 20 at 8:18 AM

WW Wes Williams shared an album called Memories Album.

November 19 at 5:31 PM
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Anonymous sent a Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket to the Peterson family.

November 18 at 1:15 PM

FF Friends & Family posted:

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Rob Peterson.

November 18 at 1:15 PM

RG Rosie Gonzalez posted:

The memory I have of Mr. Peterson is one of acceptance no matter who you are. Before I became a

teacher, I worked at the Weslaco High School library along with Mrs. Noemi Sepulveda. I already had

my degree, but I was working on the teacher certification. Some professionals would treat me like I

was below them. Mrs. Sepulveda would tell me to tell them that I had a degree like they did, but I

chose not to. Mr. Peterson always treated me as a valuable person. He never did ask if I was

educated or not, he simply respected me as a valuable part of WHS. I learned to be like him. Every

person deserves a smile and good morning, whether they are a principal or a janitor. He valued

people and treated everyone with value. Sorry that I never got to tell him this. Mrs. Peterson, you're

also a very special person in my heart. I am praying for you and your family in this difficult time.

November 18 at 5:28 AM
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SC

Will Leslie November 23 at 2:41 PM

Well, Rob was my first best friend. He and I started hanging out somewhere around 3 years

old. By the time kindergarten rolled around we were thicker than thieves. Many a PB and J

sandwich was consumed at the little white picknik table in his back yard. His Mom, Dory, was

my backup when my folks split when we where 6. Deep Blessing to YOU Mrs. Peterson if you

read this, I am weeping in gratitude as I write this, I have never had the chance to hug you up

for all that you did for me and all the kids in the neighborhood. Rob and got together at our

40th HS reunion in 2015 and walked the hood for a couple hours, laughed and cried out our

early adventures. As others tell of his kindness and progressive ways, I can tell them that they

started early on. although Rob was physically much bigger than most kids 5 years older he

was such an intentional grace. Writing this I understand that he was what I have looked for in

buddies ever since. Love Ya Brother Blessings to his beloved Wife, he spoke long and Loving

of your relationship Billy Leslie

Samuel Cavazos posted:

Rob had a positive impact on people. I never knew teaching was so much fun until i met Rob. Many of

us are hurting for we will miss him and his advice greatly. Abundant life and peace to his wife, Sue,

and all of Rob's family and friends. My most sincere condolences.

November 18 at 12:48 AM

WL

SC Samuel Cavazos posted:

Rob had a positive impact on people. I never knew teaching was so much fun until i met Rob. Many of

us are hurting for we will miss him and his advice greatly. Abundant life and peace to his wife, Sue,

and all of Rob's family and friends. My most sincere condolences.

November 18 at 12:48 AM

RM Rachel Guzman Meinzer posted:

My dear friend Sue, I'm sending you a loving hug, I'm so sorry for your loss, may Rob RIP, and may

God comfort you and give you His peace, love you my friend. ❤️

November 17 at 6:54 PM
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God comfort you and give you His peace, love you my friend. ❤️
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BW Betty Winters posted:

My sincerest condolences to the Peterson family. I had the pleasure of working with RobDuring my

time at Act-Rgv. He had a huge impact on me as mentor/colleague//supervisor. Rest In Peace Rob.

November 17 at 2:40 PM
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time at Act-Rgv. He had a huge impact on me as mentor/colleague//supervisor. Rest In Peace Rob.
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WR William Roach posted:

I had the privilege of working with Mr. Peterson for many years at Weslaco High School. He was an

amazing teacher who had an innate ability to connect with kids - especially kids who had difficulty

connecting with other educators. I loved his jovial personality and his love for life. Some of my

fondest memories of Mr. Peterson were during football Pep Rallies with a packed gym he inevitably

had a speech, or posters, or chat or something to encourage all of our seniors to take the SAT test.

That was 15-20 years ago - he was way ahead of his time. My thoughts and prayers are with his

precious family. May God comfort and bless them in their lose of a husband, father, grandfather and

an all-around great guy!William Roach

November 17 at 12:08 PM
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WW Wes Williams shared an album called Memories Album.

November 17 at 9:33 AM

WW Wes Williams shared an album called Memories Album.

November 17 at 9:29 AM

WW Wes Williams shared an album called Memories Album.

November 17 at 9:26 AM

NA Noe Aguilar posted:

It was an honor to meet Mr. Peterson. Although our conversations were for a brief moment while

sitting on my chair getting his hair cut, his company was a great start to my day. My respects and

condolences to the family.

November 16 at 6:08 PM

NA Noe Aguilar posted:

It was an honor to meet Mr. Peterson. Although our conversations were for a brief moment while

sitting on my chair getting his hair cut, his company was a great start to my day. My respects and

condolences to the family.

November 16 at 6:08 PM
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DK Debbie Willson Kuroiwa posted:

I am just completely heartbroken hearing the news of Rob passing. As a new teacher in Weslaco, in

1987, Rob and Sue were quite welcoming and I (as well as many others) considered myself a part of

their extended South Texas family. I remember quite vividly how hard we all worked to help get Rob

get elected to the school board. So many of my memories of Weslaco include the Peterson family.

May Sue and the boys and all his friends gather strength in their love of Rob to help them through this

most difficult of times. My love and thoughts are with you all.

November 16 at 1:26 PM
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get elected to the school board. So many of my memories of Weslaco include the Peterson family.

May Sue and the boys and all his friends gather strength in their love of Rob to help them through this

most difficult of times. My love and thoughts are with you all.

November 16 at 1:26 PM

JK Julie Kelly posted:

Sue, Jacob, and Matthew, My condolences to you as you mourn the loss of Rob. Rob's legacy for our

church, First Presbyterian Church, was the importance of being youth-focused. Through his actions,

one high school member each year served as an elder so that through church service our young

adults could grow in their spiritual growth. A huge impact! Jarod called him "a legend." Your family is

loved. May you find God's grace, peace, understanding, and healing. Julie and Steve Kelly

November 16 at 7:44 AM
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MF Michael Fisher posted:

I am so very shocked and saddened to hear of your loss. Rob Peterson was one of the first people I

met in Weslaco when I started working for the library. A definite asset to the community of

Weslaco.May his memory always be for a blessing for you and yours.

November 16 at 6:58 AM

MF Michael Fisher posted:

I am so very shocked and saddened to hear of your loss. Rob Peterson was one of the first people I

met in Weslaco when I started working for the library. A definite asset to the community of

Weslaco.May his memory always be for a blessing for you and yours.

November 16 at 6:58 AM

SB Steve Brown posted:

Dear Peterson FamilyVery saddened to hear of your loss. You are in thought and prayer. May God

grant every comfort and strength.SincerelySteve BrownTechnology DeptWISD

November 16 at 5:32 AM

SB Steve Brown posted:

Dear Peterson FamilyVery saddened to hear of your loss. You are in thought and prayer. May God

grant every comfort and strength.SincerelySteve BrownTechnology DeptWISD

November 16 at 5:32 AM

ML Marlou Levine posted:

Dear Mrs. Sue Peterson, I am thinking of you and your dear family in this time of sorrow.I always

remember the appreciation, and admiration, that my husband Al had about both of you,My sincere

condolences,Marlou Levine

November 15 at 9:28 PM
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ML Marlou Levine posted:

Dear Mrs. Sue Peterson, I am thinking of you and your dear family in this time of sorrow.I always

remember the appreciation, and admiration, that my husband Al had about both of you,My sincere

condolences,Marlou Levine

November 15 at 9:28 PM

PM Patricia Munoz posted:

Rob Peterson, our hearts are broken. We have always known you as a good Christian man who truly

loved his family and his communty. The love you had for Sue Markusse Peterson, your sons and your

grandchildren was absolutely immesurable! We were truly blessed to have known you. I know you

will now be watching over your loved ones who stay behind. You may be gone but you will never be

forgotten. Jessey & Pat Munoz

November 15 at 7:15 PM
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forgotten. Jessey & Pat Munoz
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CG Clemencia Guerra posted:

Our most sincere condolences to Mrs. Sue Peterson and her family...May he Rest In Eternal Peace 🙏🏻

-Coach Al & Clem Guerra

November 15 at 5:57 PM
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RN Roman Nieto posted:

Thoughts and prayers to Sue Peterson and her sons. Rob was always serving our community of

Weslaco. He will be greatly missed.

November 15 at 5:34 PM

RN Roman Nieto posted:
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Weslaco. He will be greatly missed.

November 15 at 5:34 PM

KR Kevin Raleigh posted:

This is a shock to read. Rob you had a huge impact on my life as my high school English teacher and

you are a big reason why I consider and became a teacher. Sue and the boys you are in my prayers

as you go through this time. Rob will be greatly missed.

November 15 at 2:55 PM
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you are a big reason why I consider and became a teacher. Sue and the boys you are in my prayers

as you go through this time. Rob will be greatly missed.

November 15 at 2:55 PM

ED Esther. Davila posted:

Mrs. Peterson and my deepest condolences to you and your Lovely family. Love and Blessings 🙏🏻🙏🏻

🙏🏻❤️❤️❤️☦️☦️☦️

November 15 at 2:21 PM
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Mrs. Peterson and my deepest condolences to you and your Lovely family. Love and Blessings 🙏🏻🙏🏻
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SD Sarah Donalson posted:

My love and prayers for Sue, Jacob, Matthew and family, my sweet friends and neighbors. I have

fond memories going all the way back to the late 70’s when I first met Rob & Sue at a dinner at A.C. &

Yolanda’s. Rob was so instrumental in our community, serving in so many capacities. He will be truly

missed. Praying for peace and comfort in your days ahead. Love, Sarah Donalson

November 15 at 2:14 PM

SD Sarah Donalson posted:

My love and prayers for Sue, Jacob, Matthew and family, my sweet friends and neighbors. I have

fond memories going all the way back to the late 70â€™s when I first met Rob & Sue at a dinner at

A.C. & Yolandaâ€™s. Rob was so instrumental in our community, serving in so many capacities. He

will be truly missed. Praying for peace and comfort in your days ahead. Love, Sarah Donalson

November 15 at 2:14 PM

BH Belinda G. Hinojosa posted:

Sue and boys,My sincerest condolences on Rob’s passing. I have great memories of our time

together as Supervisors / Colleagues at ACTRGV.His humor and commitment to his ACT Interns as

well as being a team player exemplified his personality. He will be missed.Praying for you and the

boys.Blessings,Belinda G. Hinojosa, M EdACTRGV Colleague/ Friend

November 15 at 12:18 PM
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Sue and boys,My sincerest condolences on Robâ€™s passing. I have great memories of our time

together as Supervisors / Colleagues at ACTRGV.His humor and commitment to his ACT Interns as

well as being a team player exemplified his personality. He will be missed.Praying for you and the

boys.Blessings,Belinda G. Hinojosa, M EdACTRGV Colleague/ Friend

November 15 at 12:18 PM

NO Norma Ozuna posted:

On behalf of my family and I we express our love and condolences. We pray that God brings you and

your family peace, give you strength and comfort your hearts during this hard time. Norma Ozuna

and family.

November 15 at 10:49 AM
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NO Norma Ozuna posted:
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and family.

November 15 at 10:49 AM

PAGE 17 OF 22



Media Rob Peterson
APR  6, 1957 - NOV  14, 2020

Wes Williams shared a photo to the Memories Album album. November 19 at 5:31 PM

Rob Peterson with the January 1987 youth group trip to Mo-Ranch from FPC andFUMC of Weslaco
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Wes Williams shared a photo to the Memories Album album. November 17 at 9:33 AM

2014
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Wes Williams shared a photo to the Memories Album album. November 17 at 9:29 AM

Rob leading a youth group trip for the First Presbyterian and First United Methodist churches, 1988
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Wes Williams shared a photo to the Memories Album album. November 17 at 9:26 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Rob by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit


